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Opening Hymn – Hark the Glad Sound
1
Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne And ev’ry voice a song.
2

He comes the pris’ners to release, In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst, The iron fetters yield.

3

He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace To enrich the humble poor.

4

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring With Thy belovèd name.
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. 1John 1:8
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not trusted You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen
Collect of the Day (short prayer before hearing the Word)
P Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to those
who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen

Old Testament Reading

2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16

1

Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king
said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan
said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” 4But that same night the word of the Lord
came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I
have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been
moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a
word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not
built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have
been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all
your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 16And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’”

A This is the Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.
Epistle Reading

Romans 16:25–27

25

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring
about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

A This is the Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.
Adopting the posture of resurrection, we rise to hear the Gospel reading.
Gospel Reading

Luke 1:26–38

26

27

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34And Mary
said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth
month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

A This is the Gospel of the Lord
C Praise to you O Christ.

2

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn – Praise We the Lord this Day

TLH 274, Tune TLH 310

1. Praise we the Lord this day, This day so long foretold,
Whose promise shone with cheering ray On waiting saints of old.
2. The Prophet gave the sign For faithful men to read:
A virgin, born of David's line, Shall bear the promised Seed.
3. Ask not how this should be, But worship and adore
Like her whom God's own majesty Came down to shadow o'er.
4. Meekly she bowed her head To hear the gracious word,
Mary, the pure and lowly maid, The favored of the Lord.
5. Blessed shall be her name In all the Church on earth,
Through whom that wondrous mercy came, the incarnate Savior's birth.
6. Jesus, the Virgin's Son, We praise Thee and adore,
Who art with God the Father One And Spirit evermore. Amen.
Sermon – "Embrace Christmas with Faith" (part 3 of a 4-part series)
“I am the Lord’s servant; be it done to me according to your word.”
Setting:

Saying:

Significance:

Seed:
3

Luke 1:38

Offering
Stand

Prayers of the Church
P Lord, in your mercy…
C Hear our prayer

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P The Lord be with you. C
And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God…Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven,
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus – Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Lord's Prayer
Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Peace of Christ
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always C Amen.
Agnus Dei – Lamb of God
John 1:29
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

4

Post-Communion Prayer
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Nunc Dimittis
C O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav'nly peace,
For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.
All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God's triune name resounding Through all eternity.

Benediction (a good word from Numbers 6:24-27)
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you T peace.
C Amen

HYMN – Take My Life and Let It Be

LSB 784

1

Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2

Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee.

3

Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee.

4

Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

5

Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne.

6

Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee.

After the closing hymn please be seated for information regarding our life together in support of
our mission to enrich lives by sharing the loving word and ways of Jesus.
cknowledgments: Liturgical Service texts from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. All other hymn tunes
& texts public domain unless otherwise indicated.
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