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Opening Hymn – Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    LSB 336 

1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending,    Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending    Swell the triumph of His train: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!    Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 

2 Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him    Robed in glorious majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold Him,    Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,    Shall their true Messiah see. 
 

3 Those dear tokens of His passion    Still His dazzling body bears, 

Cause of endless exultation    To His ransomed worshipers. 

With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture    Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee,    High on Thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow’r and glory,    Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!    Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 
Text: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.   C Amen. 

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 1John 1:8 
 

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not trusted You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name.  Amen. 

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.   C  Amen 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P  The Lord be with you.    

C  And also with you. 

P  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by 

Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.C  Amen 
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Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 35:1–10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 2it 
shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.   
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.   4Say to those who have an anxious 
heart, “Be strong; fear not!  Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you.”   5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; 6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.  For 
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes.   8And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it.  It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, 
they shall not go astray.   9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and 
joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. A  This is the Word of the Lord   C  Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading - James 5:7–11 
7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You 
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against 
one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As 
an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the 
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful.      A  This is the Word of the Lord   C  Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel - Matthew 11:2–15 
2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 
them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak 
to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written,” ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who 
will prepare your way before you.’  11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen 
no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 
and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you 
are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

   A  This is the Gospel of the Lord   C  Praise to you O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed 

    C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sermon Hymn – Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding    LSB 345 

1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness,    All you children of the day!” 
 

2 Startled at the solemn warning,    Let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling,    Shines upon the morning skies. 
 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected,    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 
 

4 So, when next He comes in glory    And the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with His mercy    And with words of love draw near. 
 

5 Honor, glory, might, dominion    To the Father and the Son 

With the ever-living Spirit    While eternal ages run! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon –   
 

Offering – Organ Offertory “The Journey to Bethlehem” by C. Fanck. 
 

Prayers of the Church 

P  Lord, in Your mercy,  C  Hear our prayer. 

P  Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray trusting in your mercy through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who while he was with us, walking among us, taught us to pray:  

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn - The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns    LSB 348 

1 The King shall come when morning dawns    And light triumphant breaks, 

When beauty gilds the eastern hills    And life to joy awakes. 
 

2 Not as of old a little child,    To bear and fight and die, 

But crowned with glory like the sun    That lights the morning sky. 
 

3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn    When Christ, victorious, rose 

And left the lonesome place of death    Despite the rage of foes. 
 

4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn    Shall dawn upon our race 

The day when Christ in splendor comes    And we shall see His face. 
 

5 The King shall come when morning dawns    And light and beauty brings. 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:    Come quickly, King of kings! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 

Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  Amen. 
 

"So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them."  Numbers 6:27 

After the Benediction please be seated for information regarding our life together in support of our 

mission to enrich lives by sharing the loving word and ways of Jesus. 
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Advent Candles Explained 
 

The first candle, known as the “Prophet’s Candle,” represents hope.  The Old Testament prophets, 

particularly Isaiah, awaited the Messiah’s approach with bated breath.  Purple is a color that 

represents royalty, repentance, and fasting. 
 

The second candle, dubbed “Bethlehem’s Candle,” symbolizes faith.  Micah predicted that the Messiah 

will be born in Bethlehem, the same city where King David was born.  The purple color of the second 

candle represents the preparation for the coming monarch. 
 

The third candle, known as the “Shepherd’s Candle,” represents joy.  The shepherds were overjoyed 

when the angels declared that Jesus had also come from ordinary, inconsequential people like them.  

The color rose is associated with pleasure in the liturgy.  This candle is pink in hue to symbolize 

pleasure and happiness. 
 

The fourth candle, known as the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolizes serenity.  The angles declared that Jesus 

had come to bring peace-to reacquaint mankind with God and one another.  Purple is also used to 

symbolize the climax of love in the Messiah. 
 

The fifth candle (optional) symbolizes Light and purity and is known as “Christ’s candle.”  On 

Christmas Day, it is lit and put in the center.  This candle is pure white to symbolize triumph and pure 

brightness                                              Ann Marie Amstad 
 

Summary Calendar For The Week of December 11th, 2022 
(Full calendar available at www.immanuelsandy.com and in Messenger) 

Date Activity Time 

Sunday 11th         Voter’s Assembly Meeting and Potluck 

Worship in-person/zoom.us ID 973 8055 2626 pwd: 193306 

11:00 AM 

1:00 PM 

Tuesday 13th  Quilting (Downstairs East End Room)  10:00 - Noon 

Wednesday 14th  Women’s Bible Study 10:30 – Noon 

Sunday 18th   Worship in-person/zoom.us ID 973 8055 2626 pwd: 193306  1:00 PM 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LWML – In December, we will be taking up an offering for Pastor Trump and family in Africa!  Please 

pick up a flyer in the Narthex with more information and an assortment of ways to donate or designate 

on your donation to Immanuel.  Thank you! 
 

Offering Envelopes – Donation envelopes are available in the Narthex.  If you would like to be set 

up with donation envelopes please contact Dawn, in the office. 

 

Christmas Eve Service – Join us as we gather on December 24th at 7:00 PM for a time of hearing God’s word 

and Christmas music.  Come a bit early for the organ and piano prelude. 
 

Joyful Response – We are set up to receive electronic offerings!  To sign up for recurring donations, please 

fill out the enrollment form, available in the Narthex, and return to the church office.  Any questions, contact 

Dawn in the office. 

 

http://www.immanuelsandy.com/

