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INVOCATION (The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

P  In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C  Amen.   
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (From selected verses in Psalm 130) 

P    If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness therefore 

you are feared. By Your mercy, You do not give us what we deserve. Because you are gracious, You give us 

what we do not deserve. We kneel in ashes, we wait as watchmen. We wait, trusting your mercy, Your grace. 

We wait as watchmen for your promised morning light. 

C   We hope in the LORD. His Light shines among us. 
 

Imposition of Ashes 

All are invited to come quietly to the front of the sanctuary and receive ashes on their foreheads with the 

words: “You are dust and to dust you shall return,” as a token of repentance in the Lord. If you choose not to 

receive the ashes, you may meditate quietly. 
 

P  Though the ashes represent our innumerable sins, the immeasurable love of Jesus covers them all.  This is a 

true and trustworthy saying: Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. From the depths we call out 

to God and He hears the sound of our voice and answers with forgiveness and the promise of morning’s 

light in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Entrance Hymn - Christ, the Life of All the Living  LSB 420, vv.1, 6, 7 

1 Christ, the life of all the living,    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving    To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction   And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion,    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented   That my doom should be prevented. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon,    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden,    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,   For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

For that last triumphant cry,    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 
P Let us pray:  

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are 

penitent. Create in us new hearts truly sorry for our sins that we may receive from You full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   C  Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for self-examination. 

P  I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

C  The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins.  

P  Amen. 

C  I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 

grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring 

me to everlasting life. Amen. 

P  The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins.     

C  Amen. 
 

Epistle:  2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 
2For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”  Behold, now is the 

favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be 

found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in 

afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 

knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 

weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8through honor and dishonor, through slander and 

praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we 

live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 

nothing, yet possessing everything. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you 

will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet 

before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say 

to you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 

right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  5“And 

when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 

street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6But when you 

pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 16[Jesus said:] “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 

their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.  17But when 

you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who 

is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord     

C  Praise to you O Christ. 
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Sermon Hymn: Jesus, I will Ponder Now                                                 LSB 440 vv. 1,6 
 

1 Jesus, I will ponder now    On Your holy passion; 

With Your Spirit me endow    For such meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith    May the image cherish 

Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death    That I may not perish. 
 

6 Graciously my faith renew;    Help me bear my crosses, 

Learning humbleness from You,    Peace mid pain and losses. 

May I give You love for love!    Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heav’n above    Sing Your praise forever. 

 

Homily:   “For Us”         2 Cor. 5:20-6:10 

 

NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And 

in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, 

Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 

things were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 

was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

HYMN:  Savior, When in Dust to Thee LSB 419  alt. tune 

1 Savior, when in dust to Thee   Low we bow the_adoring knee; 

    When, repentant, to the skies    Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 

O, by all Thy pains and woe    Suffered once for us below, 

    Bending from Thy throne on high,    Hear our penitential cry! 
 

2 By Thy helpless infant years,    By Thy life of want and tears, 

    By Thy days of deep distress    In the savage wilderness, 

By the dread, mysterious hour    Of the_insulting tempter’s pow’r, 

    Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye;    Hear our penitential cry! 
 

3 By Thine hour of dire despair,    By Thine agony of prayer, 

    By the cross, the nail, the thorn,    Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 

By the gloom that veiled the skies    O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 

    Listen to our humble sigh;    Hear our penitential cry! 
 

4 By Thy deep expiring groan,    By the sad sepulchral stone, 

    By the vault whose dark abode    Held in vain the rising God, 

O, from earth to heav’n restored,    Mighty, reascended Lord, 

    Bending from Thy throne on high,    Hear our penitential cry! 
 

Prayers of the Church 

P  Lord, in your mercy...   

C  Hear, our prayer. 
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BLESSING: 

P  The Grace of our Lord Jesus T Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN – Jesus, Refuge of the Weary  LSB 423, 

1 Jesus, refuge of the weary,    Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary,    Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended,    Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended,    You have borne the pain of all. 
 

2 Do we pass that cross unheeding,    Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding,    See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us    Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace has taught us    Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 
 

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning    With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning    To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never    From the blessèd Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever,    Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 

 

 
 


