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PRELUDE:  “In Sweet Joy” Johann Sebastian Bach, “Angels We Have Heard on High” Ted Smith and Don Hustad 

and “Cradle Song” by our organist Jim Thompson. 

The First Noel 

The first Noel, the angel did say    Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,    On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel. 

Angels from the Realms of Glory    LSB 367 VV. 1, 2, 5 

1 Angels from the realms of glory,    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story,    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 
 

ref Come and worship, come and worship;   Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding,    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing,    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 
 

5 All creation, join in praising    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising    To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L (leader):  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  The light shines in the darkness and the 

darkness has not overcome it. (Isaiah 9:2; John 1:5) 

A (All):  Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.  We have beheld 

Christ’s glory – glory as the only Son from the Father. (Is. 9:2; John 1:14) 

L:  The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and they will call him Immanuel – which means, “God 

with us.” (Matt. 1:23)   A:  Immanuel, God is with us.  It is in His name that we worship, live, and hope. 

L:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

A:  Let us go to the city of David and worship and adore Christ the Lord! 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361 

1 O little town of Bethlehem,    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years    Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary,    And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep    Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king    And peace to all the earth! 
 

CALL TO CONFESS  

On this most holy night, we gather in awe, preparing to worship the Christ Child.  As we consider the birth of 

our Savior, we recognize our great need for Him.  We confess before God that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We examine our lives according to the perfect Law of God and recognize our many sins against God 

and one another.  In humble adoration, we bow before Jesus.  The sinless Lamb of God, Who was sent to be 

our substitute, sacrifice, and the atonement for the sins of the whole world.  He has paid our ransom.  We have 

been reconciled to God.  Rejoice! 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL:- Infant Holy, Infant Lowly       LSB 393 

1 Infant holy,    Infant lowly,   For His bed a cattle stall;    Oxen lowing, 

Little knowing   Christ the child is Lord of all.   Swiftly winging,    Angels singing, 

Bells are ringing,    Tidings bringing:   Christ the child is Lord of all!    Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 

2 Flocks were sleeping,    Shepherds keeping   Vigil till the morning new    Saw the glory, 

Heard the story,   Tidings of a Gospel true.   Thus rejoicing,    Free from sorrow, 

Praises voicing,    Greet the morrow:   Christ the child was born for you!    Christ the child was born for you! 

 

CHRISTMAS DIALOG 

L:  To a small, quiet village in the backwater of the Roman Empire, to a small band of shepherds, tending their 

flocks, as they had for years, and as others had done before them for centuries; to a time far removed from us 

and in a place we can only think of in romantic, unreal ways, came an event that changed not only that time 

and place, but all of time and every place. 

A:  “An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them.”  

L:  To calm those who are frightened by the idea of God’s drawing close to touch our human lives, and to 

prepare us to welcome so wondrous a gift a Emmanuel, God-with-us. 

A:  The angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will 

come to all people.” 

L:  To infuse our hearts with joy, and to open us to receive the grace that God showers into our lives, 

A:  The angel said to them, “To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the 

Lord.” 

L:  To give direction to those who have lost their way and wandered far from God, 

A:  The angel said to them, “This will be a sign for you:  you will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 

L:  To herald the Good News that God has entered human history, and to celebrate the beginning of God’s 

actions to bring all people into fellowship with Him and with one another, 

A:  Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth, peace among men with whom He is pleased!” 

L:  To us this night, the angels come again to bring their message of hope, love, peace, and joy.  God has 

opened His heart through Christ; may our hearts also be opened, and may we rightfully glorify and bless His 

holy name. 

A:  Thanks be to God!  Christ the Savior is born!  Alleluia! Amen. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING - O Come, All Ye Faithful      LSB 379 vv. 1, 3, 4 

1 O come, all ye faithful,    Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;    Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 
 

ref O come, let us adore Him,    O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him,    Christ the Lord! 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels,    Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!   Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,   Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!   Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
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CHRISTMAS SONG - Angels We Have Heard on High     LSB 368 VV. 1, 2 

1 Angels we have heard on high,       Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply,      Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 
 

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo.    Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?    Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be     Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 
 

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL (Luke 2:1-20 and other passages) 

L:  It came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

taxed.  And all went to be registered, each into his own city.   

A:  Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails. 

L:  Joseph also went up from Galilee to be taxed – out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David 

which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David.  He took with him Mary, his 

espoused wife, who was great with child. 

A:  Centuries before, the Lord had declared, “The days are coming when I will raise up to David a 

righteous Branch.  Who will reign wisely and do what is just and right.  His name will be The Lord of 

Righteousness.” (Jeremiah 23:5) 

L:  There the days of her deliverance were fulfilled.  Mary brought forth her first-born son and wrapped Him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger.  There was no room for them in the inn. 

A:  We know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Though He was rich, for our sake He became poor, so 

that through His poverty, we might be rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 

L:  Nearby, there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  The angel of the 

Lord came to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  

A:  The people in darkness have seen a great light!  On those living in the land of the shadow of death a 

light has dawned! (Isaiah 9:2) 

 

CHIRSTMAS SONG: - From Heaven Above to Earth I Come LSB 358 vv. 1, 2 

1 “From heav’n above to earth I come  To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring,   Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 

2 “To you this night is born a child  Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child of lowly birth  Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 

L:  The angel said to them, “Do not fear.  I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 

A:  Nations will come to His light; kings to the brightness of His dawn! (Isaiah 60:3) 

L:  “To you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, Christ the Lord!” 

A:  The prophet had written, “You, Bethlehem, though small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 

come the ruler of Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” (Matthew 2:5-6) 

L:  “This will be a sign to you:  you will find the Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 

A:  Though in very nature God, He did not consider equality with God something He had to hang onto, 

but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  

(Philippians 2:6-7) 

L:  Suddenly, a multitude of the heavenly host were praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth, good will toward men!” 

A:  Praise the Lord, all you nations!  Extol Him, all you peoples!  Great is His love toward us; His 

faithfulness endures forever! 
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CHRISTMAS SONG - From Heaven Above to Earth I Come    LSB 358 vv. 5-6 

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark:   The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid   By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 
 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so!   Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done   In sending us His own dear Son. 
 

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 

L:  The shepherds said, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 

made know to us.” 

A:  Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.  His promise is:  “You will seek 

Me and find Me when you seek Me with all your heart.” 

L:  They came with haste.  They found Mary and Joseph – and the Babe lying in a manger.  They made known 

to them what they had been told concerning the Child.  All who heard were filled with wonder at what the 

shepherds told them. 

A:  You who bring good tidings, upon a high mountain:  lift your voice with a shout!  Say, “Here is your 

God!” 
 

CHRISTMAS SONG - From Heaven Above to Earth I Come   LSB 358 vv. 7-8 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,   And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair?   It is the Christ Child lying there. 
 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,    Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery   That You might share Your joy with me. 
 

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 

L:  Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

A:  May the Word of Christ dwell in us richly as we teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, 

and as we sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in our hearts to God. (Colossians 3:16) 

L:  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all that they heard and seen, as it had been told to 

them. 

A:  God has made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 

in the face of Christ.  We cannot help speaking about the signing about what we have seen and heard. 

(Acts 4:20) 

 

CHRISTMAS SONG: -What Child Is This     LSB 370 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king,   Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud,    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate    Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here    The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,   The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh,    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings;    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high,   The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born,    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Homily – “Jesus is for everybody.”      
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OFFERING 

HYMN - One Small Child 

1 One small Child in a land of a thousand   One small dream of a Savior tonight 

One small hand reaching out to the starlight   One small city of life  

2 One king bringing his gold and riches   One king ruling an army of might 

One king kneeling with incense and candlelight   One King bringing us life  

3 See Him lying, a cradle beneath Him   See Him smiling in the stall 

See His mother praising His Father   See His tiny eyelids fall 

4 One small light from the flame of a candle   One small light from a city of might 

One small light from the stars in the endless night   One small light from a face  

5 See the shepherds kneeling before Him   See the kings on bended knee 

See His mother praising His Father   See the blessed Infant sleep 

6 One small Child in a land of a thousand   One small dream in a people of might 

One small hand reaching out to the starlight   One small Savior of life O 
CCLI Song # 10783 David Meece © 1971 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 

reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 3194371 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  Our response to the birth of Christ takes many forms.  In obedience to the command and promise of our 

Lord, let us respond by bringing to Him our praise and prayer. 

A:  Give us the assurance of Your love, and bring peace into our troubled lives and hearts.  Strengthen 

us in faith, that our celebration of the birth of Jesus may be one that brings glory to You. 

L:  The shepherds responded to the news of Jesus’ birth by coming to see and worship 

A:  Keep us faithful in our lives, that we may faithfully gather together with Christian brothers and 

sisters to worship You and to be strengthened as You have promised. 

L:  The shepherds responded to the news of Jesus’ birth by telling others what they had seen and heard. 

A:  Give us opportunities to share the wonders of His birth with others, and give us the courage to be 

clear and direct in speaking the Good News of salvation. 

L:  The angels responded to the news of Jesus’ birth with glorious songs of praise. 

A:  Let your Holy Spirit work in us so that our words and actions may be a fitting response to Your love, 

and may bring glory and honor to You. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL: - Away in a Manger      LSB 364 VV. 1, 2, 3 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,   The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,   The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,   But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,   And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay  Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,   And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

Lord's Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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MUSICAL OFFERINGS - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing     LSB 380 VV. 1,2 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing,    “Glory to the newborn King; 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild,       God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,    Join the triumph of the skies; 

    With the angelic host proclaim,    “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 
 

ref Hark! The herald angels sing,    “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored,    Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    Late in time behold Him come,    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,    Hail the incarnate Deity! 

    Pleased as Man with man to dwell,    Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING:  Please turn on your candle. 
   

CHRISTMAS SONG - Silent Night, Holy Night       LSB 363 

1 Silent night, holy night!    All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child.    Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace,    Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 Silent night, holy night!    Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar,    Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born!    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3 Silent night, holy night!    Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face   With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

CHRISTMAS SONG - Joy to the World    LSB 387 VV. 1-3 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room    And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing,    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains    Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy,    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow    Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found,    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

POSTLUDE (Organist)-Joy to the World by Hugo Gehrke 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Summary Calendar For The Week of December 18, 2022 
(Full calendar available at www.immanuelsandy.com and in Messenger) 

Date Activity Time 

Saturday 24th Christmas Eve Service/zoom.us ID 973 8055 2626 Pwd:193306 7:00 PM 

Sunday 25th   Worship in-person/zoom.us ID 973 8055 2626 Pwd: 193306 1:00PM 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Christmas Service – Join us as we gather and observe Christmas Day on Sunday, December 25th at 1:00 PM. 

 

http://www.immanuelsandy.com/

