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AS WE GATHER 

Today we celebrate the Festival of the Nativity of our Lord.  The anticipation of Advent and the song 

of the angels give way to the celebration of the birth of Christ.  We stand expectantly beside the 

shepherds to see the mystery of the ages come to pass:  “Unto you is born this day a Savior, Who is 

Christ the Lord!” 

 

OPENING HYMN - Now Sing We, Now Rejoice      LSB 386 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice,   Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

    He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

    Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

    Thou my Savior art!    Thou my Savior art! 

 

2 Come from on high to me;   I cannot rise to Thee. 

    Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

    Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

    Draw me unto Thee!    Draw me unto Thee! 

 

3 Now through His Son doth shine   The Father’s grace divine. 

    Death was reigning o’er us 

Through sin and vanity 

    Till He opened for us 

A bright eternity. 

    May we praise Him there!    May we praise Him there! 

 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found?   Where but on heav’nly ground? 

    Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

    Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

    Oh, that we were there!    Oh, that we were there! 
Text: Public domain 
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CALL TO WORSHIP (P = Pastor, C = Congregation) 

P:  To us, watchful and waiting, a gift has been slipped into our midst. 

C:  A tiny child, born in a manger. 

P:  A gift of peace to troubled souls and dangerous streets. 

C:  A gift of joy to sad hearts and cautious lives. 

P:  A gift of hope to wearied brows and oppressed peoples. 

C:  A tiny child, gift of God. 

P:  Open your hearts; raise your songs. 

C:  Give thanks to the Giver; welcome the Gift. 
 

CHRISTMAS PSALM 

P:  Sing to the Lord a new song 

C:  For He has done marvelous things 

P:  His right hand and His holy arm 

C:  Have worked salvation for Him 

P:  The Lord has made His salvation known 

C:  And revealed His righteousness to the nations. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

C:  O heavenly Father, on this day of great joy, we acknowledge before You our deep sorrow 

and grief.  We are the reason that Your Son had to come not this world to suffer and die for 

our salvation.  On account of our sin, we deserve Your anger and condemnation.  Hear our 

confession as we admit our guilt before You. 

P:  God shows His love for us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ was born in Bethlehem, Christ 

lived under the Law for us, Christ went under judgment for us, Christ died for us.  The mercy of 

God and of His Christ is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare unto you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ, that as we have confessed our sings, and affirmed the holy name of Jesus as Savior, we are 

forgiven!  Alleluia! 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, 

who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy;  for eye to eye they 

see the return of the LORD to Zion.   Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem.  The LORD has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord   C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading Hebrews 1:1–6 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these 

last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom 

also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 

and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down 

at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he 

has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my 

Son, today I have begotten you”?  Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

A  This is the Word of the Lord   C  Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel Hebrews 1:1–6 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these 

last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom 

also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 

and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down 

at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he 

has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my 

Son, today I have begotten you”?  Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

A  This is the Gospel of the Lord   C  Praise to you O Christ. 
 

CHRISTMAS CREED 

P:  When the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 

C:  To redeem those under the Law, that we might receive the full rights of sons (Galatians 4:4ff) 

P:  The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us 

C:  We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, Who came from the Father, full 

of grace and truth (John 1) 

P:  This is how God showed His love for us:  He sent His one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through Him (1 John 4) 

C:  Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

P:  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust Him, so that you may overflow 

with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13) 

C:  We rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, in Whom we have been made children of 

God. 
 

SERMON HYMN – Mary’s Little Boy Child 

Long time ago in Bethlehem so the Holy Bible say 

Mary’s Boy Child, Jesus Christ was born on Christmas Day! 

Hark now hear the angels sing. New King is born today. 

And man will live forevermore, because of Christmas day. 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night,   

They saw a bright new shining star, 

And heard a choir from heaven sing.  The music came from afar 

Hark now hear the angels sing.  New King is born today. 

And man will live forevermore, because of Christmas day. 
 

Now Joseph and his wife, Mary, came to Beth-le-hem that night. 

They found no place to bear her child, 

Not a single room was in sight. 
 

By and by they found a little nook, in a stable all forlorn. 

And in a manger cold and dark, Mary’s little boy child was born. 

Trumpets sound and angels sing.  Listen to what they say, 

That man will live forevermore, because of Christmas day. 
 

Trumpets sound and angels sing.  Listen to what they say, 

That man will live forevermore, because of Christmas day. 
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SERMON: -        

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERATORY HYMN - Away in a Manger      LSB 365 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,   The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,   The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,   But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,   And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay   Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,   And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER - Pastor 

Holy Child, source of smiling joy and eternal home, look upon us with tender eyes. 

Holy Child, bring your gentle light to the hidden corners of our lives so our fears are rendered small 

and powerless. 

Holy Child, touch our wounds and lift the hurts and resentments we carry, so our words may be clean 

and our actions may be kind. 

Holy Child, draw close to those who celebrate this holy season without a special loved one, and be 

near to those whose failing health dims the angelic chorus. 

Holy Child, in all and in each, cause our hearts to leap in wonder, our eyes to tear with joy, and our 

souls swell with love. 

Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born to us today.  Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION – (a good word from Numbers 6:24-27) 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you T peace.   

C  Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN - Joy to the World       LSB 387 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing,    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy,    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found,    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love,    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
ext: Public domain 
 

After the closing hymn please be seated for information regarding our life together in support of 

our mission to enrich lives by sharing the loving word and ways of Jesus. 
 

Summary Calendar For The Week of December 26, 2021 
(Full calendar available at www.immanuelsandy.com and in Messenger) 

Date Activity Time 

Sunday 25th         Worship in-person/zoom.us ID 973 8055 2626 pwd: 193306 1:00 PM 

Sunday 1st   Worship in-person/zoom.us ID 973 8055 2626 pwd: 193306 1:00 PM 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mask Policy – We want everyone here to be comfortable while attending.  Wearing a mask is up to 

each individual.   
 

LWML – Through December, we will be taking up an offering for Pastor Trump and family in Africa!  

Please pick up a flyer in the Narthex with more information and an assortment of ways to donate or 

designate on your donation to Immanuel.  Thank you! 
 

Joyful Response – We are set up to receive electronic offerings!  To sign up for recurring 

donations, please fill out the enrollment form, available in the Narthex, and return to the church 

office.  Any questions, contact Dawn in the office. 

http://www.immanuelsandy.com/

