Immanuel Messenger

We are here to enrich lives by sharing the loving word and ways of Jesus.
Immanuel Lutheran Church, LCMS

Sandy, Oregon

January 2022
Sunday Worship
10:00 AM
Or via Zoom.us
See Immanualsandy.com for
details
Holy Communion
1st and 3rd Sundays

SPECIAL VOTER’S ASSEMBLY MEETING
January 16, 2022
Right After Church Service
Sharon Capp, Executive Director, has called a Special Voter’s Assembly Meeting at the request of the
Call Committee for the purpose of presenting the
biography and financial cost of a candidate the
committee has interviewed and has chosen to possibly be our next pastor.
It is important that as many of our church members attend this meeting as possible.
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If there are any questions or comments call or text
Sharon at 775-778-1227
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Please submit all articles
and information for the
February Newsletter by
Friday, January 21st.
Thank You!
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MESSAGE FOR THE NEW YEAR FROM PASTOR KEIL
She told me that she had not expected to live to her present age. At eightysomething, she is not ancient. She has lived fully and joyfully. She fills her
days with projects and activities, keeping in touch with children, grandchildren
and friends. She realizes that she won’t live forever, and she is ready to
answer the Lord’s call to go home.
Her comments led me to thoughts about how we spend our lives. Are we
living in such a way that God is pleased with us? Are we accomplishing
worthwhile results? Are we in healthy relationships? Can we look back and
say, “I am glad that I did that”? No matter how long or short our lives may be,
we can make them count.
As Christians, we want them to count according to God’s expectations. We
know that God calls us to serve and love, to work conscientiously, to teach and
share His Word, to follow Him as He leads us into relationships and
circumstances in which we can witness to His goodness. We want to hear Him
say to us, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

As we enter a new year, we turn to our Lord for guidance so that we can live
holy loves. As we do so, we discover there is great joy and fulfillment in
obeying Him. Let Jesus be our Companion and Leader, as we anticipate an
amazing and wonderful New Year!
In Christ,
Pastor Keil
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Who’s Who at Immanuel
Dawn Fanshier

I was born in the summer of 1966 in Portland, Oregon. I’m the only child
of Beverly (Leavitt) Fanshier (1932-2010) and Vernon Fanshier (1926-1992).
We lived a pretty much typical middle-class life in the South Tabor
neighborhood in the house my parents bought in 1954 and I sold after their
deaths in 2014 after renting it for a few years. My father worked for the City
of Portland, downtown, as a Building Plan & Permit Inspector. My mother
also worked downtown at the Bank of California for 14 years until she had me.
My parents were amazing people who both overcame challenging childhoods.
They were both strong Christians and grew up Baptist and we all attended
church at Trinity Baptist in southeast Portland.
Life was uneventful for the three of us until 1971. There was a day when
I was four when I pretended to be a cat all day. I crawled around on all fours
and had my parents feed me from a bowl on the floor. It wasn’t until that
evening that they realized the reason I was on the ground was because I
couldn’t get myself up. I ended up in Intensive Care and totally paralyzed and on life support. The
doctors then, and now, aren’t sure if it was Polio or Guillain Barre Syndrome as they present the same
just have different causes. I had to relearn everything again, sitting up, crawling, walking, etc. I even
had to relearn how to track and move my eyes, they were paralyzed as well. People always ask how
long I was paralyzed which doesn’t really have an answer. I still have paralysis from it, particularly in
my legs and have limited use of my feet and ankles. The whole experience has left me with some weird
PTSD issues. But it’s not all bad, I also have many amazing memories. I mean how many people are
blessed to recall the process of learning to walk? Or the progression of how to speak? I fondly
remember being able to pedal my tricycle, before I could walk, so my mom would get me set up my
little red trike and I would (very slowly and arduously), pedal my way to my friends for a play date
three houses from ours. Her mom would scoop me up and take me in to their house and prop me up on
their couch. I have many, many memories of the whole episode including taking my first step when
camping with my parents while feeding an albino chipmunk.
I went on to attend Kellogg Elementary and Middle School and Franklin High School and
graduated in 1984. I attended college at what is now Western Oregon University in Monmouth. I
graduated with a BS in Psychology with a minor is Social Science. I came back to Portland and worked
with developmentally disabled people in various capacities until I burned out and needed a change. I
went to Warner Pacific for some business and accounting classes. I since have worked in a variety of
office administrative positions including 14 years at Powell’s Books doing Accounts Receivable and
Sales Accounting.
Sometime in 1997, I was divorced, and I had started praying that I would meet someone and
possibly get married. I told God I was a homebody and just don’t get out to meet people so He was just
going to have to bring this person to my front door. With full faith I started leaving my porch light on
at night to welcome this person. So, Merril South, literally showed up at my front door and we were
married a year later. Here’s how that came to be: I had started to attend Holgate Baptist Church which
was near the condo I was living in at the time and this scrawny little guy, named Dennis, along with the
Pastor came to pay me a home visit and to welcome me to the church. One evening awhile later,
unbeknownst to me, Dennis picked up Merril, a long time friend of his, told him he was bringing him to
meet his future wife, and brought him to my front door. We have now been married 23 years. I kept
my last name because to me Dawn South sounded too much like down South. And besides, Dawn is in
the East and not the South.
Continued on next page . . .
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We moved to Eagle Creek in 2010 from southeast Portland where we had bought our first home.
Merril is a Diesel Tech. with Tec Equipment in north Portland where he has been employed for 33
years. We love it out here, the only downfall is Merrill’s commute to work. We have no kids but have
had an assortment of pets including birds, guinea pigs and rabbits. We currently have an indoor only
cat named KayLee.
I started working at Immanuel in the spring of 2018 as the Administrative Assistant. I have loved
my time here and the congregation has been wonderful and I consider all of you my friends.
Unfortunately, due to the possibility that I had Guillain Barre Syndrome in 1971 I can’t have vaccines, Covid included. I look forward to the end of the pandemic and I can attend church in person
again.
God is good all the time and all the time God is good!

IEC
We are allowed to have volunteers in the IEC again! If you would like to visit us, just let
me know (503-504-1625). You can just visit, read a book to a couple of kiddos, or help
with an activity. We would love to get back to our original purpose of sharing all the
congregation’s skills to enrich the children's lives.
Thank you!
Katy Rees/Director

Winter Weather
Well it seems winter weather has finally arrived. This notice is to inform you that
if the roads become dangerous due to snow or other conditions and or Pastor Keil
who lives in Vancouver is unable to get here due to those same conditions, we
will have to cancel in person church service. However we will have church service on zoom. I will serve as the host. The same zoom ID and password will be
used that is currently used.

If you are in doubt about rather the church service is canceled or not please call or text Sharon
at 775-778-1227 or Dwight at 503-676-4054.

THANK YOU FROM ALTAR GUILD
The Altar Guild would like to extend a giant thank you to
Ralph and Sue Stevens for being so diligent in keeping the
altar candles filled with oil. Your willingness is greatly
appreciated and enjoyed by all!!
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Thank You from Pastor Keil
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you each Sunday. Your generous Christmas gift is
much appreciated. I am blessed to be part of Immanuel, and I am grateful for your
thoughtfulness and support.

In Christ,
Pastor Keil

5th
8th
10th
12th
13th
14th

Richard Walter
Sammie Maness
Marianne Froehlich
Tim Hunter
Ann Marie Amstad
Irene Dickenson

16th Erv Schroeder
Jacob Williams
22nd Twila Jennings
27th Noreene Matthews
28th CJ McKinnis

January Altar Flowers

The flower chart for 2022 has been posted next to the
nursery in the Narthex!

MANY THANKS
The congregation of Immanuel would like to thank Kathy Dunbar,
the Altar Guild and helpers, and Dawn Fanshier for the extra work
that made our Christmas worship so special. Much time and
effort go into preparing orders of worship, practicing music, and
putting up (and taking down) the decorations. We appreciate the
time and commitment of Dennis Lane and the others who handle
the Zoom and the sound systems.
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FINANCE SUMMARY
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Financial Summary as of 12/27/21
Checking Account Balance

$ 106,969.03

Outstanding Checks:

$

2,139.03

Subtotal - Checks/Debits

$

2,139.03

The information in the Finance Summary is as of
December 27th, 2021. Our General Fund offerings and
income are $9,238.41 and expenses are $4,497.29. The
checking account funds available as of December 27, 2021
are $91,199.03.
Please contact me with any questions or concerns
regarding the financial information.

Blessings,

Available Checking. Acct. Balance $ 104,830.00

Designated Funds:
Altar Guild

$

390.00

Missions Payable

$

334.00

Pastor’s Contingency Fund

$

503.79

Church Improvement Fund

$

104.45

Exterior Building Fund

$ 3,132.67

Subtotal - Designated Funds

$ 4,464.91

Remaining Checking Acct. Balance

$ 100,365.09

Upcoming Expenses:

Checking Account Balances

ILC Payroll Taxes (Employee/Employer) $

329.59

IEC Payroll Taxes (Employee/Employer) $

1,579.82

Enrichment Center

$107,838.71

LWML

$

Youth Group

$ 1,048.65

390.04

Janitorial Service

$

608.00

NW Natural

$

756.01

Oregon Copier

$

89.39

LCEF Mortgage
Loan Balance

$101,531.46

Quadrant Systems (Security Alarms)

$

105.00

LCEF Steward Account

$ 18,804.98

Brotherhood Mutual

$

1,698.25

LCEF Steward Account
Building Fund

$

0

Medical Contingency Funds

$

4,000.00

LCEF Steward Account
Electronic Offerings

$

108.73

Subtotal - Upcoming Expenses

$

9,166.06

LCEF Steward Account
Sale of Property Funds

$ 14,935.23

Checking Acct. - Funds Available

$ 91,199.03
Thrivent Mutual Funds

$ 39,986.75

Unemployment CD - CCB

$ 2,423.45
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23
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10:00AM - Worship
1:00 PM Leadership
council meeting

Scruffy’s Practice
11:00 AM

Scruffy’s Practice
11:00 AM

18

25

7:00 PM—8:00 PM
SDG

10:00—12:00 PM
Quilting

7:00 PM—8:00 PM
SDG

10:00—12:00 PM
Quilting

4

11

7:00 PM—8:00 PM
SDG

10:00—12:00 PM
Quilting

7:00 PM—8:00 PM
SDG

Tuesday

5

12:00—1:00 Courage
to Change

26
10:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

12:00—1:00 Courage
to Change

19

10:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

12:00—1:00 Courage
to Change

12

10:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

12:00—1:00 Courage
to Change

10:30AM-Women’s
Bible Study

Wednesday

Thursday

27

20

13

6

7

28

21
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Newsletter Deadline

Altar Guild:

Friday

8

1

8:00 AM-9: 00 AM
SDG

29

22
8:00 AM-9: 00 AM
SDG

15
8:00 AM-9: 00 AM
SDG

8:00 AM-9: 00 AM
SDG

8:00 AM-9: 00 AM
SDG

Saturday

Immanuel Messenger

10:00AM - Worship

Scruffy’s Practice
11:00 AM

Scruffy’s Practice
11:00 AM

16

10:00AM - Worship

10:00AM Divine
Service

3

10

Scruffy’s Practice
11:00 AM

Monday

9

2

Wayne Stone
Chris Doss
Erv Schroeder
Anne Moen
Don Lofthus

10:00AM-Divine
Service

1/2:
1/9:
1/16:
1/23:
1/30:

Lay Readers:

Sunday

Immanuel
Lutheran Church
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A Heart Like His

We are the clay and You are the potter; your hands made us all..
Isaiah 64:8
God wants us to be just like Jesus. Isn’t that good news! You
aren’t stuck with today’s personality. You aren’t condemned to
“grumpydom”, you are tweakable. Even if you’ve worried each
day of your life, you needn’t worry the rest of your life. So what
if you were born a bigot? You don’t have to die one.
Where did we get the idea we can’t change? From whence comes statements
such as, “It’s just my nature to worry” or “I’ll always be pessimistic.” I’m just
that way . . .Who says? Would we make similar statements about our bodies?
“It’s just my nature to have a broken leg, I can’t do anything about it.” Of
course not. If our bodies malfunction, we seek help. Shouldn’t we do the same
with our hearts? Shouldn’t we seek aid for our sour attitudes? Can’t we
request treatment for our selfish tirades? Of course we can. Jesus can change
our hearts. He want us to have a heart like His.
Max Lucado

Submitted by LaVerne Luedtke

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PO BOX 686

